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The former governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) scored important victories in three
state elections on Aug. 5, following a series of defeats in elections held during the past year. The PRI
narrowly won the special gubernatorial election in the southeastern state of Tabasco, nearly swept
the state legislative races in the southwestern state of Oaxaca, and won a relative majority in the
state legislature in the central state of Aguascalientes.
Conversely, the elections were a significant blow for the center-left Partido de la Revolucion
Democratica (PRD). The PRD failed in its efforts to take over the gubernatorial seat in Tabasco and
also to erode the strong PRI hold on the Oaxaca state legislature. Additionally, the PRD was unable
to win a single directly elected seat in the Aguascalientes election.

PRI candidate wins by single digits
The Tabasco special election was the most important victory for the PRI because of the intense
competitiveness of the race. The election also ended the party's string of defeats, including the
loss of the Mexican presidency and losses in the gubernatorial races in Morelos, Guanajuato, Baja
California, Chiapas, and Jalisco states, and the Mexico City mayoral election.
Still, PRI candidate Manuel Andrade Diaz won the Tabasco gubernatorial race by a relatively slim
margin in the special election, which was scheduled after a federal electoral tribunal (Tribunal
Electoral del Poder Judicial de la Federacion, TEPJF) invalidated the results of an earlier election in
October 2000 (see SourceMex, 2001-01-10).
Andrade, a protege of former Gov. Roberto Madrazo Pintado, received slightly more than 50% of
the vote in the most recent election, compared with 46% for Raul Ojeda Zubieta of the Alianza por
el Cambio en Tabasco, a coalition led by the PRD. Lucio Galileo Rastra Marin of the center-right
Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) came in a distant third, receiving a scant 2% of the vote. Andrade
and Ojeda were also the principal candidates in the previous election on Oct. 20, 2000, which the PRI
candidate also won, but by a much narrower margin of about one percentage point (see SourceMex,
2000-10-18).
Andrade will take over from interim Gov. Enrique Priego Oropeza on Jan. 1, 2002. Priego, also a
member of the PRI, was appointed to the post in January, following the TEPJF ruling. The bad blood
from the first election continued during the special election, with both the PRI and the PRD-led
coalition accusing each other of attempting to steal the election and of planning to stage violent
protests in the aftermath of the vote. As in October, the PRD and its allies declined to recognize the
PRI victory and immediately asked electoral authorities to investigate complaints of fraud.
But the PRD complaints may not prosper this time because there appear to be significantly fewer
irregularities and proven cases of direct fraud than in October. "I don't think the PRD has enough
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balloting complaints to turn this election around," said Daniel Lund, president of the MUND
Americas polling firm. "In the last election, opinion polls were split, but this time they all pointed to
a PRI win."
Furthermore, the PRD's complaint in October was supported by the PAN, which received 9% of the
vote in that election. The conservative party only obtained 2% of the ballots cast this time, which has
reduced the party's clout. Still, the PRD insists it will proceed with the complaint. "This is not over
until it's over because the difference [in votes] is not much, and the authorities will have to review
[the election] and give their final word," said PRD president Amalia Garcia Medina.
The PRD will rely on information collected by Iniciativa XXI, a citizens group that monitored the
election. Iniciativa XXI claims to have accumulated hours of videotape footage documenting PRI
handouts before the election and the bribing of voters on election day. Many complaints about the
election were presented even before the first ballot was cast.
The Tabasco prosecutor's office (Procuraduria General de Justicia, PGJ) received 41 separate
complaints from the PRI and the PRD regarding electoral irregularities in the days leading to the
election. Both parties claimed they were intent on stopping fraud, with the PRD creating a task
force to "hunt down" and document instances where the PRI was looking to offer voters bribes in
exchange for their votes. This led the PRI to accuse the PRD of fomenting violence.
"Our party has never resorted to the illegal actions employed by the PRD, such as blocking
highways, seizing oil wells, and setting up roadblocks to intimidate the citizens," said PRI secretary
general Rodolfo Echeverria Ruiz. Animosities spill over from 1994 election In some ways, the
election was also a repeat of the bitter fight between Tabasco gubernatorial candidates Madrazo of
the PRI and Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador of the PRD in 1994.
Madrazo was declared the victor in that race, but Lopez Obrador challenged the election on
the grounds that the PRI committed massive fraud (see SourceMex, 1995-01-25, 1995-06- 15).
Lopez Obrador has since moved to Mexico City, where he won the mayoral election in 2000 (see
SourceMex, 2000-07-05).
The Tabasco election tested the electoral strength of Lopez Obrador and Madrazo, both of whom
have acknowledged ambitions to represent their respective parties in the 2006 presidential election.
The Mexico City mayor took a prominent role in Ojeda's campaign, urging Tabasco voters to
support the PRD candidate. Andrade's victory in Tabasco puts Madrazo in a good position to win
the PRI presidency at the party's national convention in November. "[Madrazo] is the one person
who draws lighting," said political analyst Federico Estevez of the Instituto Tecnologico Autonomo
de Mexico (ITAM). "He's the man to beat."
But some observers say the election of Madrazo to the party presidency could also prove
counterproductive for the PRI, which is trying to portray itself as a changed party. The former
Tabasco governor is considered a member of the old guard, which voters repudiated when they
elected opposition candidate Vicente Fox president in July 2001. "A victory by Roberto Madrazo
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would be a defeat for the much-needed renewal of the PRI," said columnist Jorge Zepeda Patterson
of the daily newspaper El Universal. "It will facilitate the ascendance of a PRI faction of the old
school."
Some party insiders suggest Madrazo will leave the PRI if he is not elected to lead the party. "If he
doesn't become president of the PRI, it's possible he will break with the PRI and form a new party,"
said federal Deputy Lorena Beauregard, who represents Tabasco in the Chamber of Deputies. "But
it is also possible that if Madrazo becomes president of the PRI, some groups within the PRI will
leave the party."

PRI sweeps Oaxaca legislative races, gains in Aguascalientes
The PRI also attained a sweeping victory in the legislative elections in Oaxaca state, taking 24 of
the 25 electoral districts. The PRD won only one directly elected seat this year, compared with two
victories in the last state legislative election in 1998. The PRI will receive another at-large seat, giving
the party 25 seats in the state legislature. Another 16 seats were divided among the opposition
parties based on percentage of the vote received. The PRD and the PAN were each allocated seven
seats, while two smaller parties each received one seat.
The PRI's strong performance in Oaxaca is attributed in part to the popularity of PRI Gov. Jose
Murat. Murat has defied his own party and opposed the diluted indigenous-rights bill approved by
the Mexican Congress and ratified by a majority of state legislatures (see SourceMex, 2001-07-18).
Oaxaca is one of the states in Mexico with a large indigenous population. Murat has even challenged
the legality of the watered- down indigenous-rights bill before Mexico's highest court (Suprema
Corte de Justicia de la Nacion, SCJN).
The PRI also turned in a better-than-expected performance in the Aguascalientes state legislative
and mayoral elections. The long-governing party won nine of 18 directly elected legislative races
and was allocated another three at-large seats, giving that party 12 seats. The PAN, which currently
controls 16 seats in the legislature, will only have 10 representatives in the next legislature. The
biggest surprise was the performance of the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexican (PVEM) and the
Partido del Trabajo (PT), each of which won two directly elected seats and also received two at-large
posts. The two small parties outperformed the PRD, which did not win a single directly elected race
and was allocated only one at-large seat in the 27-member Aguascalientes state legislature.
The PAN also lost several mayoral seats in the state to the PRI but managed to retain the capital
city of Aguascalientes. Voter apathy a strong concern in all three elections The elections in the three
states were characterized by heavy abstentionism. Statistics furnished by state electoral authorities
put abstentionism close to 70% in Oaxaca and 60% in Aguascalientes. This had been anticipated
to some extent in the two states because of the lack of a gubernatorial election. But the Tabasco
election, which featured a competitive gubernatorial race, attracted only half the registered voters.
Oaxaca Gov. Murat said the low participation in this election and in other recent state elections may
reflect voter discontent with their current elected officials. "There is a kind of disillusionment among
the population, a disappointment with existing policies," said Murat.
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Some citizens are manifesting their discontent with the three major parties by seeking to form
their own political organizations. As of late July, the Instituto Federal Electoral (IFE) had received
requests from 52 groups to form their own political parties, twice as many as last year. The
petitioners have until January 2002 to present proper documentation regarding membership and
other data.
Among the groups that have requested permission to form a party are rural organizations, which
claim that traditional PRI and PRD politicians have neglected the needs of poor rural communities.
One coalition of campesino groups has requested registration as the Partido Campesino y Popular
(PCP). The Confederacion Nacional Campesina (CNC), which has traditionally held strong ties to
the PRI, is also considering forming its own party. [Sources: La Region (Villahermosa), El Imparcial
de Oaxaca, 08/02/01; Associated Press, 08/02/01, 08/06/01; Excelsior, El Economista, 08/02/01,
08/03/01, 08/06/01; Reforma, 08/03/01, 08/06/01; CNI en Linea, Reuters, 08/05/01, 08/06/01; Los
Angeles Times, Copley News Service, Notimex, 08/06/01; La Jornada, 07/31/01, 08/06/01, 08/07/01;
Noticias (Oaxaca), 08/02/01, 08/07/01; Novedades, 08/02/01, 08/03/01, 08/06/01, 08/07/01; The New
York Times, 08/06/01, 08/07/01; The Dallas Morning News, Hidrocalido (Aguascalientes), 08/07/01;
The News, 08/01/01, 08/08/01; La Cronica de Hoy, El Universal, 08/01-03/01, 08/06-08/01; Tabasco
Hoy, 08/02/01, 08/03/01, 08/06-08/01]
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